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Statement of Veterinary Support for a Requirement to Use
Non-Lead Ammunition for Hunting

April 12, 2013

We, the undersigned veterinarians, with medical knowledge about lead and its
effects on animal health and well-being, recognize the overwhelming scientific
evidence about the toxic effects of lead—even at very low exposure levels—on
avian and other wildlife species. The veterinary community has seen the grave
effects of lead firsthand, while diagnosing and treating animals suffering from lead
poisoning. In light of this evidence and professional experience, we support and
urge the reduction and eventual elimination of lead released into the environment
through the discharge of lead-based ammunition, in order to safequard animal,
human and environmental health.

Lead is toxic to vertebrate physiological systems, including the central and
peripheral nervous, renal, cardiovascular, reproductive, immune and hematologic
systems, and it is recognized as a carcinogen by the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC). Lead poisoning can cause an inability to fly, starvation,
weakness, lethargy, vomiting, diarrhea, anemia, blindness, seizures and death.

In addition to the direct negative health impacts of lead on avian and other wildlife
species, there are also severe health consequences from secondary poisoning by
lead ammunition of other animals, including wild scavenging species such as
eagles and other raptors, ravens, turkey vultures, mountain lions—and even dogs
and cats—all of whom may ingest lead-poisoned animal carcasses.

Diagnosing and treating lead toxicity in wild birds and mammals is very expensive
and time-intensive. Because most lead-poisoned animals are not privately owned,
non-profit wildlife rehabilitation centers and charitable organizations bear the
primary burden of these costs of care for animals who are brought to them.

Lead-based ammunition is now the greatest largely-unregulated source of lead
intentionally discharged into the environment. Many other significant sources of
environmental lead, such as leaded gasoline and lead-based paints, were
recognized as harmful long ago and have been significantly reduced or eliminated.

In October 2012, a position statement issued by the Association of Avian
Veterinarians stated that AAV “recognizes that lead is a potent toxin to wild birds
that can have individual-and-population-level effects. Therefore, the AAV
advocates the replacement of lead-based sporting ammunition and fishing tackle
with non-lead-based alternatives.”
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The American Veterinary Medical Association’s Policy Statement on Toxicoses
reads:

The AVMA supports education, legislation, regulations, research, and other
actions that prevent toxicoses in wildlife, domestic animal and human
populations.

The AVMA's Policy Statement on Conservation of Wild Animals states that the
organization:

is concerned about the possible extinction of many animal species. The
AVMA should collaborate with naturalists, conservation groups, appropriate
governmental agencies, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), and
international bodies to establish and maintain effective actions for the
conservation of wild animals in their native habitats.

These AVMA policies provide support for rational advocacy for the elimination of
lead ammunition use.

For these reasons, we join with our veterinary colleagues in supporting a common-
sense primary prevention policy of requiring that lead ammunition be replaced with
non-lead ammunition in order to protect avian and other wildlife species, and
domestic and companion animals.

Signed by the following 110 California licensed veterinarians:

Faith Albright, DVM, Oakland Martha M. Davis, DVM, San Rafael
Amy Allen, DVM, DACVIM, San Rafael Raymond Deiter, DVM, Sausalito
Richard Bachman, DVM, Vallejo Jean Dodds, DVM, Santa Monica
Jill Bailey, DVM, El Segundo Ruth Dunning, DVM, Lafayette
Victoria Bannerman, DVM, CVA, Los Gatos  -Ynn R. Dustin, V'_VID' DABVP-Avian,
Adrienne Bautista, DVM, PhD, Woodland San Francisco

Adam Behrens, VMD, San Francisco Scott Echols, DVM, DABVP-Oakley

Beth Bicknese, DVM, San Diego Charlotte H. Edinboro, DVM, PhD, San Carlos

Christina Bradbury, MS, DVM, DACVIM, - Penny Elliott, DVM, Santa Rosa
Belinda Evans, DVM, Novato

Meadow Vista
Bert H. Brooks. DVM. Woodland Brenna Fitzgerald, DVM, DABVP-Avian, Oakley
Rachel Caspary, DVM, Chico Janet Foley, DVM, Davis.
Richard Chu, DVM, San Francisco Gary Forney, DVM, Roseville

Brenda Forsythe, MS, PhD, DVM, CAAB,
Guadalupe

Jackie Gai, DVM, Vacaville

Dwight Gaudet, DVM, Lafayette

Cheryl Clark, DVM, San Diego

James J. Clark, DVM, Novato

Kris Codino, DVM, Davis

Jennifer Conrad, DVM, Santa Monica



Patricia Gilbert, DVM, San Diego
Jeannette Goh, DVM, San Francisco

Madeline Graham, DVM, Los Angeles
Jean Greek, DVM, DACVD, Goleta
Catherine Grinstead, DVM, Carmichael
Annie Harvilicz, DVM, Los Angeles
Roger T. Helmers, DVM, Tracy
Barbara Hodges, DVM, MBA, Dixon
Han Huang, DVM, Rancho Cucamonga
Wen-Wen Huang, DVM, Alta Loma
Robert R. Johnson, VMD, Paso Robles
Kenneth Jones, DVM, Santa Monica
Jona Sun Jordan, DVM, Santa Rosa
Vickie Joseph, DVM, DABVP-Avian,
Roseville
Cynthia Karsten, DVM, Davis
Barry Kipperman, DVM, DACVIM, Dublin
Andrea Kirsch, DVM, Davis
Paula Kislak, DVM, Santa Barbara
Karen Klinger, DVM, San Diego
Kristian Krause, DVM, DABVP, Lake Forest
Gloria Ku, DVM, Sacramento
Kate Kuzminski, DVM, San Francisco
Barbie Laderman-Jones, DVM, MS, Roseville
Frank Lavac MS, DVM, DABVP-Avian,
Santa Monica
Andrea Leach, DVM, San Diego
Anne D. Lewis, DVM, San Diego
Peter Mangravite, DVM, DACVP,
Santa Barbara
Howard D. Martin, DVM, Oak Park
Armaiti May, DVM, Santa Monica
Mike McCoy, DVM, Imperial Beach
Teresa Micco, DVM, Rancho Palos Verdes
Catherine Mullin, VMD, MS, Santa Barbara
Ann A. Murata, DVM, Torrance

Siobhan O’Connor, DVM, DABVP, San Francisco

Geoff Olsen, DVM, DABVP-Avian, Oakley
Bethann Palermo, DVM, Sonoma

Ken Pawlowski, DVM, Mather

Beverley D. Penzien, DVM, Martinez

Robert H. Poppenga, DVM, PhD, DABVT, Davis

Jean Rabinowitz, DVM, Davis

Dr. Debra Rackear, DVM, DACVIM, Woodland Hills
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Henry Melvyn Richardson, DVM, Paradise

Jyothi Robertson, DVM, Oakland

Sherstin Rosenberg, DVM, San Luis Obispo

Howard Rosner, DVM, Sonoma

Dharam Salwan, DVM, Fremont

Maria (Lety) Sanchez, DVM, Folsom

Chris Sanders, DVM, Portola Valley

Erin D. Sanders, DVM, Lancaster

Jennifer Scarlett, DVM, San Francisco

David J. Shuman, DVM, Santa Cruz

Laurie Siperstein-Cook, DVM, Davis

Leslie Sklena, DVM, San Diego

Jeanne Smith, DVM, El Dorado

Jeffrey J. Smith, DVM, Middletown

Brian Speer, DVM, DABVP-Avian, DECZM-
Avian, Oakley

Ken Steele, DVM, San Anselmo

Elizabeth Stelow, DVM, Davis

Hilary Stern, DVM, Santa Cruz

Carol Syzmanski, DVM, Palo Alto

Bronwyn Szignarowitz, DVM, Rescue

Shannon Thomas, DVM, Monterey

Sara M. Thomasy, DVM, PhD, DACVO,
Sacramento

Sharon Torrisi, DVM, Hermosa Beach

Avra Tracht, DVM, Santa Rosa

Dave Turoff, DVM, Placerville

Ena Valikov, DVM, Long Beach

T. Winston Vickers, DVM, MPVM, Long Beach

Keith Weingardt, DVM, CVA, San Diego

Mara Weiss, DVM, San Francisco

Patrice Wehren, DVM, Richmond

Amy Wells, DVM, MPVM, Monterey

Vanessa Wensing, DVM, Pleasanton

David Whippy, DVM, Alamo

Abbie Whitehead, DVM, MPH, Davis

Beth A. Wildermann, DVM, Boulder Creek

Amy Worell, DVM, DABVP-Avian,
West Hills

Bonnie Yoffe-Sharp, DVM, Woodside

Michael Ziccardi, DVM, PhD, Davis



