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her from a lethal dog lab.

Internationally, dissection has faced
harsher criticism: Argentina (1987)
and the Slovak Republic (1994)
banned the practice, and Italy enacted
a law in 1993 recognizing the right of
conscientious objectors to refuse to
participate in animal experimentation
and dissection.

Animals Suffer Cruel
Treatment.

The basis for students' objections to
dissection is the belief that it is wrong
to harm and kill animals for
education. The conditions endured by
animals slated for dissection bolster
this view. People for the Ethical
Treatment of Animals' 1990
investigation of Carolina Biological
Supply Company, America's largest

Alternative Learning
Methods Equal or Surpass
Dissection.

Animal suffering aside, the
assumption that nonanimal
alternatives are educationally inferior
is being scientifically refuted. In the
past decade, at least a dozen
published studies in educational and
biological journals have shown that
humane alternatives equal or surpass
dissection in knowledge gained and
speed of learning.

Effective Alternatives are
Available.

This mounting evidence against
dissection's presumed superiority is
helping to fuel a burgeoning
alternatives market. CD-ROMs [e.g.,
A.D.AM.® Software] are especially

awaken the silent majority of the
classroom: the students who form the
roots of education reform. The
practice of dissection is already
weakened, but the ramparts of
tradition aren't likely to fall if little
pressure is applied to them.

Dissection must be challenged at
every opportunity. So speak out!

Reprinted in part with permission from
Balcombe, JP. Dissection and dissent. The
Animals” Agenda. July/August
1996:23-24.

Editor's Note: Although this article was written
primarily to address undergraduate or high

~ school biology dissection, it applies equally to the
anatomy and physiology “specimens” that show
up in our veterinary school labs. We should not
hesitate to question and challenge, if necessary,
the sources of these animals.



