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The Humane Society Veterinary Medical Association (HSVMA) announces its
endorsement of the Veterinary Nurse Initiative (VNI), a coalition formed by the National
Association of Veterinary Technicians in America (NAVTA) to pursue the establishment of
the title of Registered Veterinary Nurse (RVN) for all credentialed veterinary technicians in
the United States. The HSVMA recognizes the role of veterinary technicians as
indispensable within the veterinary profession and integral in the mission to promote
animal welfare.

Uniting veterinary technicians under a single title will not only serve to lessen confusion
regarding the nature of the profession, but it will educate the public about the role of
veterinary technicians in their pets’ health and welfare and the progression of the
veterinary field.

Credentialed veterinary technicians will benefit from this new title as it better represents
their role within the veterinary team, and highlights the high level of care they give our
patients and other animals. Additionally, as the veterinary field evolves, it has seen an
increase in veterinary technicians with specialty certification in areas such as emergency
medicine, behavior, and dentistry. As the roles of technicians have become more
specialized, they have become an increasingly vital key to the success of the hospital in
which they are employed and to promoting good animal health and welfare.

We look forward to supporting the change in status from veterinary technician to
veterinary nurse as the VNI proceeds with its legislative efforts across the country.

The Humane Society Veterinary Medical Association is a national professional veterinary
association with a focus on animal welfare. HSVMA membership includes veterinarians,
veterinary technicians, veterinary students and veterinary technician students.
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